DURING an investigation of the electroretinogram of the dog (Parry, Tansley, and Thomson, 1953), some observations were made on Red Irish Setters suffering from hereditary degeneration of the retina. This form of retinal degeneration is inherited as a Mendelian recessive character and is characterized by degeneration of the rod nuclei at a very early age (Parry, 1953).
and in the Table. The Table shows (1919) as to the aetiology of retinitis pigmentosa in man. It is also strengthened by the observations of Keeler, Sutcliffe, and Chaffee (1928) and Demirchoglian and Mirzoian (1953) on mice and rabbits respectively, that an electroretinogram cannot be obtained from an eye until the rod outer limbs and visual purple have appeared.
An alternative possible explanation of the results described here might be that not all the rods degenerate at the same developmental stage, some being able to survive for a limited period after they have become functional. 
Degeneration in the Dog

